Health status and access to health care services: a comparison between Ohio's rural non-Appalachian and Appalachian families.
Comparisons in the health status of rural dwellers and care access have not traditionally considered culturally defined areas such as Appalachia. This study examined differences in parent health status, child health status, and access to care between those living in Ohio's 29 Appalachian counties and those living in Ohio's 30 rural counties. We analyzed data from the 2008 Ohio Family Health Survey including Bayesian hierarchical modeling. Child health differed by gender and ethnicity. Parent health status differed by region. Parent and child health status were related to care access. Health and access disparities exist within rural and Appalachia Ohio.